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Homeless
by Wayne Atkinson
“Do they even see me?”
It must be an oft-repeated lament
From the homeless ones,
Encountered daily on the street
Enduring yet another look
Of distaste, disinterest or dismissal.
Afraid of confrontation or request
We increase speed or alter course.
Hoping to eliminate interaction.
To the average soul,
seeing any diminution of coping power,
any loss of status.
Is a frightening reminder
Of our own vulnerability.
Were afraid to look
Directly into their eyes.
Because we might be lurking there.
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